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What are our goals?

ÅBring together scientists
ÅImprove communication skills

ÅLink to municipal planners ςtwo-way 
engagement
ÅUse resiliency science in planning efforts
ÅScientists better understand planner 

needs

Goal: improved 
community resilience



Our Project ςSetting the Stage

ÅScience Communication Workshop ςSept. 2017
Mission-Aransas Reserve, Texas

ÅAudience ςsocial & ecological resilience-focused researchers 
ÅPlanners panel ςlocal municipalities 
ÅMessaging & framing the science - so what?
ÅOutcomes - more cohesive 

communities with better sense 
of information needs of 
planners, floodplain managers,
etc.

ÅSuggestions on format?



Our Project ςSetting the Stage

ÅAPA Meeting ςNov 1-3, 2017, Frisco, Texas

ÅEngagement beyond scientific community

ÅScience panel, planner as moderator?

ÅCase Studies  

ÅSuggestions
on format?



Case Studies

ÅJoan Holt,
Port Aransas City Council & 
Professor Emerita

ÅDave Parsons,
Port Aransas City Manager

ÅAmanda Torres, 
Rockport Community Planner

ÅDavid Yoskowitz,
Harte Research Institute

ÅOther suggestions?



Primary Outcomes
Scientists better able to engage with the planning community 

through improved communication skills & new networks 

Better informed implementation of restoration and resilience 
efforts in the Texas Coastal Bend

The latest research is used to accelerate recovery of species 
and habitat and build more resilient coastal systems



Outcomes Beyond Coastal Bend:
best practices pilot model

a model pilot project for Gulf States and beyond



Solicit Input from Resilience PIT

1. What are the biggest issues between scientists 
and planners?

2.   Potential scientists to invite?

3.   Other considerations?



Reflections?
Dana Sjostrom
Coastal Training Program Coordinator 
Mission-Aransas Reserve
dana.sjostrom@utexas.edu
361-749-3154

Heather Mannix
Assistant Director of Policy Engagement
COMPASS
heather.mannix@compassonline.org
202-681-2106

Jacqueline Rose
Regional Coordinator 
Gulf of Mexico Coastal TrainingProgram 
jacqueline@weeksbay.org
251-929-8466


